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Craig Ludwig played high school hockey 
for Northland Pines High School from 
1975–1979. He played three seasons for the 
University of North Dakota, where the team 
won two NCAA national championships. 
He was drafted and signed by the Montreal 
Canadians. He played eight seasons for the 
Canadians and was a regular defenseman for 
the 1986 Stanley cup champions. After a one-
year stint with the New York Islanders, Ludwig 
completed his career with the Minnesota 
North Stars and the Dallas Stars. He helped 
the Stars win their first Stanley Cup in his final 
season in 1999.

In his 17-year career, he had an impressive 
+79 plus/minus statistic. He played in 1256 
NHL games, which is a record for Wisconsin-
born players. His teams reached the NHL 
playoffs in 14 seasons. He was one of the 
NHL’s top shot-blocking defensemen. He was 
the first Wisconsin-born player to reach the 
NHL in the modern era.

While Craig Ludwig was the most famous 
hockey alumnus of Northland Pines High 
School, the team itself had a remarkable 
string of success during the 1980s. Led 
by coaches Orrin Mangseth and Tom 
Obrodovich, the Eagles won state titles in 
1984, 1986 and 1989. This was the first 
school to claim a WIAA state title that did not 
hail from Superior or Madison.
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